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collapse of the Jew Sa'd ad-Daula, expressed by the Arab
poet, was realized far sooner than expected.
The Il-ELhan Arghun suddenly became dangerously ill at
Tabriz, and this awakened hopes of a speedy downfall of the
Vizier. Arghun* s sickness * and the course it followed are
described in the sources with as much detail as the efforts
made to cure him.2 That Sa'd ad-Danla as friend and physician
did everything he possibly could to heal the sick emperor is
particularly stressed. " And the wretched Jew was perplexed
by his illness, and with great care he endeavoured in every
way possible to heal him," says Bar Hebraeus.3 He was very
much shaken, " like a ship upon a stormy sea *' and
immediately recognized the gravity of the situation knowing
that Arghun's death would signal his own.
As chief of the government he immediately ordered that
alms and gifts should be distributed to the poor ; he himself
expended great sums. But all this and much more could
not avail to avert Destiny. Arghun improved in no way.
In the desperate situation in which court circles found
themselves, a scapegoat was looked for. At first the cause
of the disease * was ascribed to the evil eye, to a kind of
magic, to women 5; but finally the circles inimical to Sa'd
ad-Daula succeeded in shifting the blame on to his shoulders.
Bar Hebraeus reports : " Then the Emirs and the nobles
of the camp who despised the Jew, having utterly lost all hope
of saving the life of Arghun, believed as if the Jew himself,
1 Bar Hebrseus, loc. cit., calls Arghun's sickness an attack of paralysis.
According to Wa$$af, foL 203a, Arghiin's face became completely yellow.
 *	Rashid ad-Din, foL  155a, also mentions the  Mongol   Bakhshian as
physician and a certain Amln ad-Danla.
 *	Bar Hebraens, loc. cit.   Only Sa'd ad-Daula and the Emir Jushi had
access to Arghun daring his sickness (Wa§$af, 2Q4a).   According to Rashid
ad-Bin, fot. 155, Ardnqia and Kujjan as ^-elL
 *	Wassaf, foL 20&z.     According to Bashid ad-Din, foL 155a, the cause
of the sickness was a special kind of medicine which Arghun demanded
from his physician Bakhshian to lengthen his life.   He is said to have taken
this medicine for eight months.
5 Rashid ad-Din, foL 155. Many of the women of *"« harem are said
to have been dn-in. Cf. also Wassaf, fol. 2O3&.

